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The First of Many Indoor Fitness Corners
for Fajar Residents
On the morning of New Year’s Eve 2020, Member of
Parliament for Bukit Panjang SMC, Mr Liang Eng Hwa,
officially opened the Town’s first Indoor Fitness Corner
at the void deck of Block 434 Bukit Panjang Ring Road.
A heavily-requested amenity by the residents, the
indoor fitness corner was completed in time before
the year ended, much to the delight of everyone in
the neighbourhood.
“The idea of an indoor fitness corner for
our citizens was conceptualised as part
of the joint efforts by the Town Council
and Residents’ Network. The idea was
mooted to resolve the feedback which
we received by our residents who
wanted an indoor fitness corner as
well as feedback that a large number of
bird enthusiasts used to hang their bird
cages under the void deck often, resulting
in noise disturbances and crowding in big
groups. We look forward to creating more indoor fitness
corners which are also part of our 5-Year Master Plan”,
shared Mr Liang who tried out the various equipment
with a few elderly residents.

Mdm Toh Moi Seng, a member of the Zone 9 Residents’
Network, expressed her joy seeing the indoor fitness
corner come into fruition. She explained that having an
indoor fitness corner allowed her to exercise at any time
of the day without having to worry about the weather
and it saved her time travelling to the nearest park
to exercise.
Sharing Mdm Toh’s sentiments, 74-year-old Mr Peh Koh
Poh said that the indoor fitness corner will promote
inter-generational bonding between the elderly and
the younger residents. He was also pleased that
residents no longer have to face noise nuisances
caused by the bird enthusiasts.

Bonding over Gardening
Community gardens around Holland-Bukit Panjang Town
continue to be cosy pockets of green where garden
enthusiasts can gather to grow crops, exchange ideas,
and make new friends. As more people start to lean into
gardening, new community gardens are being carved
out, and existing ones renewed, to cater to a growing
number of green thumbs. One of which is the ZhenghuaSenja RC Community Garden at Block 630 Senja Road
which reopened on 23 January 2021 after a few months of
upgrading works.
Sharing with Mr Edward Chia, MP for Holland-Bukit Timah
GRC (Zhenghua), Mr Ang, one of the pioneer owners
of the garden plots, said the new net arching over the
plots were funded and installed by the community
gardeners themselves.
“Everyone here works together and supports each
other. All of us even agreed to only plant vegetables
so as to keep the garden environment healthy and
well-maintained at a good pace, manageable by all
plot owners. We not only take care of the plants
but also make sure that the surrounding areas
and pathways in between plots are kept
clean and tidy” Mr Ang added.
Mr Heng, a semi-retiree, said he looks
forward to gardening twice daily. “I live
just above and it is nice to be able to
conveniently go down and attend to my
vegetables anytime. It has only been two
years since I started but I would want to
continue gardening in my plot for as long
as I stay here.”
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Holland-Bukit Panjang Town
celebrates SG Clean Day!

Keeping our communities clean and showing appreciation to our estate workers
Bukit Panjang
The hunt for litter was on as hundreds of Bukit Panjang
Residents’ Committee (RC) members and volunteers
across 10 Zones joined MP for Bukit Panjang Constituency
and Chairman of Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council, Mr
Liang Eng Hwa, in the annual SG Clean Day.
Braving the hot Sunday afternoon sun was Ms Kamal
Selvi of Zone 7 RC. She hoped that the event will
encourage fellow residents to maintain their common
areas together. With his broom and dust pan, Zone 3’s Mr
Roderick Lavarinto, an environmentalist who believes in
preserving the clean environment to create a purposeful
living, even cornered the walkways adjacent to the busy
Bukit Panjang main road where heavy foot traffic could
have contributed to re-accumulation of litter through-out
the day.
Mr Shylesh, a member of the SG Clean campaign, said:
“This is a good activity to encourage young Singaporeans
to be more discerning about issues such as proper waste
disposal and can inculcate heightened awareness on the
need to build a happy community that always give back!”

Cleaners’ Appreciation Day
in Bukit Panjang
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Volunteers from Bukit Timah division joined Ms Sim
Ann, Member of Parliament for Holland-Bukit Timah GRC
(Bukit Timah) to pick up litter around the estate, happy to
do their part for their shared living environment.
Bukit Timah organises “Bin it BT!” every last Sunday of
the month, an activity where residents take charge of
cleaning their neighbourhoods. This time round, Bin
it BT! was held in tandem with SG Clean Day, allowing
residents to gain a good appreciation of how hard our
cleaners work.
On that day, little gifts of appreciation were also given out to
our cleaners. “My workers and I are very happy to receive the
token of appreciation as it is a reminder that the community
appreciates us. I am thankful that they understand the work
that we do,” said Akash, Supervisor of LS2 Services Pte Ltd
which maintains the cleanliness of the estate.

Cleaners’ Appreciation Day
in Bukit Timah

Cleaners’ Appreciation Day
in Ulu Pandan

Cleaners’ Appreciation Day
in Cashew
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Two Green Thumbs Up!

Meet Faith Liu, Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council’s in-house Horticulturist. Find out how
she uses plants and greenery to make our town a beautiful place!
Hi Faith, what are the duties of the
horticulture department?
The horticulture team takes
charge of the overall landscape
of Holland-Bukit Panjang Town,
as well as the trees, shrubs, and
grass that grow within it. There
are three teams I oversee:
the Tree Pruning Team,
the Horticulture Team,
and the Grass Cutting
Team. We conduct site inspections to
monitor the conditions of the trees
and health of the shrubs, and ensure
the grass is properly cut. We work
together with the landscape architect
team to decide the trees and shrubs
species and ensure that they are
suitable for the landscape and town.
What are your main considerations when
planting greenery in the town?
The plants should complement the existing
landscape. If certain plants aren’t doing well, we’ll
have them replaced or changed. We work closely
with NParks to decide which are the best trees to
plant. Residents’ feedback are also important we stopped planting plants such as the Alstonia
scholaris because residents have mentioned the
smell its flowers emit can cause allergy or sensitivity.
What is your daily routine like?
We attend to day-to-day feedback and requests
from residents. Some of the more common cases we
handle are related to overgrown trees or trees with
branches growing too close to their laundry.
On days where there are no cases to attend to,
what do you do?
Trees that are removed from the estate will be
replaced with a new tree sapling, and I’ll be
monitoring the growth of these plants. If we spot any
trees showing signs of disease, we’ll have an aborist
over for a secondary inspection. With the Property
Officers’ help, we’ll also check for and attend to
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dead or overhanging branches that
block lamp posts, signboards, street
lamps, or carpark signages.
You’ve been a horticulturist with
Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council for
almost four years. What do you like most
about your job?
I definitely enjoy seeing how the plants I’ve planted,
such as those way back in 2018, growing strong and
well. Making friends with some of the community
gardeners is also one of the highlights! I’m also proud
of the areas where I’ve had a hand in changing the
landscapes, such as Clementi Firefly Park landscape
landmark. This one was done under the under the
town’s Landscape Improvement Works, which
means existing landscape areas are revamped for a
fresh look.

Holland-Bukit Panjang
Town Council Sees Green!
The Town Council Management Report (TCMR) was introduced by the Ministry of
National Development in 2009 to objectively assess the performance of Town Councils
in various areas of estate management. Together with your support and effort, HollandBukit Panjang Town Council achieved an all-green rating in FY2019. Let’s continue to
work together to keep our town clean and welcoming!
The Town Council has achieved “Green” for all 5 indicators under the TCMR.
Estate Cleanliness

Estate
Maintenance

Lift Performance

S&CC Arrears
Management

Corporate
Governance

HOLLAND-BUKIT PANJANG TOWN COUNCIL
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Bukit Panjang Sedap!
Share the Goodness!

Calling all Home Cooks and Home Bakers! Share your homemade
yummies on Bukit Panjang Sedap!, a platform that allows you to
promote your food to fellow Bukit Panjang residents. An initiative by
Holland-Bukit Timah GRC and Bukit Panjang SMC Grassroots
Organisations, and supported by North West CDC, the
Facebook group has almost 6,000 members always
on the prowl for good food. Whether you’re
selling or buying, get ready to be in for a treat!
Register as a
Home Cook
or Baker
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