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Estates run
by PAP

to be

By Tan Hul YEE

‘WITH the greying popula-
tion and people with special
needs in mind, public estates
under the 14 Peup!e s Action
Party town councils are be-
ing retrofitted with facilities
like ramps and railings.

By 2011, even wheel-
chair-bound residents in
more than 8,200 housing
blocks islandwide will find it
easy to move around their es-

* tates.

barrier-free
by 2011

Facilities like ramps will be fitted to help
older people, the disabled to get around

—

The cost to the 14 coun-
cils in retrofitting the
cincts and blocks under
care will come to $32 lmlhon
owver the next five years.

The councils will be con-
sulting residents on the up-
coming work in their area.
Retrofitting in over 1,300
blocks has already started
and will be completed by
mext month.

T'Ele plans, announced yes-

{ tie in with the recent
push y the Government to

pore more friend-
I_v to Jls E -ageing popula-

Concrete steps towards mobility

$32-million masterplan for
barrier-free accessibility

in over 8,000 HDB blocks
JASMINEYIN i

jasmine@meadiacorp.com.sg

BY 2011, battling steps and kerbs may be-
come a thing of the past for the elderly
and the disabled in constituencies run by
14 town councils when a $32.4-million,
five-year barrierdree accessibility (BFA)
masterplan gets underway in April.
And the people heading each of these
14 People's Action Party (PAP) town
councils will consult grassroots organi-
sations and residents on their living and
travel patterns before drawing up their
s S Teo

Ho Pin told the media yesterday.

Some 8,279 public housing blocks -
— about 3.08 million residents — will be
affected by the masterplan, which in-
cludes levelling steps as well as building
ramps and railings. About 7 per cent of
Singapore's population today is 65 years
old and above, a statistic expected to
more than double by 2030,

Exactly what share of the budget
each town council is getting will depend
on the town's size and population profile
and needs, explained Dr Teo, who is also

NO SHORTCUTS HERE: D Too and a residant
using the wallkwoy ramp in an HDB estate.

the North West District mayor. Priority
will be given to those who are elderly or
have mobility difficulties.

The Government's Community Im-
provement Projects Committee will fund
95 per cent of the cost, while the town
cotineils cough up the rest.

Dr Teeo said that there are economies
of scale when the 14 town councils carry
out simultaneous BFA works. Also, they
«can shorten their learning curves by up-
dating one another on their mistakes
and sharing tips, such as building a ramp
of concrete because the material — de-
spite its unsightliness — will not become
slippery from wear and tear.

The authorities are mindful of how

wellutilised the BFA features built would
be, Dr Teo said. Some residents have
preferred to find their own shortcuts —
such as a dirt track across & plot of empty
State land — because they find them the
most efficient way to get about, which
“may not always be desirable”.

A T6year-old retiree fell and died
after taking a shortcut across a one-
metrewide drain at Toh Tuck Road on Jan
30, The New Paper reported yesterday.

How to balance convenience with
safety? There must be clear concrete
links from one building or amenity to
the next, and “the parameters must be
well thought out and implemented, not
left to chance®, said Dr Teo.

Ms Judy Wee, vice-president of the
Handicaps Welfare Association, hopes
that more consultation would lead to bet-

of the G 's
BF.\ plans. “If the',v want to do it, they
need to do it right,” she told Tonay.

Examples of poorly built BFA fea-
tures that she has seen in public hous-
ing estates include ramps that are too
steep, concave or convex for the wheel-
chairbound to use easily and safely.

Prior to the masterplan, 87 pilot
projects involving over 1,300 blocks have
already been identified, with BFA works
— along with lift upgrading — due to be
completed in the next three months.

tion, as well as those with
special needs.

The measures iaclude
putting in lifts that stop on
every lloor in public estates,
introducing disabled-friend-
ly buses and reviewing build-
ing rules to ensure ease of ac-
cess for all.

Last year, the Housing
Board introduced flats that
Feoplecs.n grow old in com-

ortably — with bigger light
swiltches and enough s%ace:
in toilets to install grab
if needed.

Dr Teo Ho Pin, Lnurdmat
ing chairman al the PAP
town councils, told reporters
Eﬂlerday that these accessi-

ility features were part of
the overall drive by the Gowv-
ermment to cater to the life-
style needs of older persons.

According to the General
Household Survey 2005, 8.4
per cent of Singapore’s resi-
dent population are at least
65 years old. By 2030, one
in five residents is precled
to be in that age group.

The town councils want

fective structures that re-
move barriers for people
who have dﬂﬁcu!{{nwalkmg
This means levelling steps,
building ramps and provid-
ing railings where needed.

Dr Teo said: “We are not
going to do a lot of fanciful
structures. It's going to be
simple, functional and main-
tainable.”

Even then, there will be
difficulties to be dealt with.
Dr Teo disclosed that ramps
that have to run over areas
with underground power ca-

PAP leaders as their advis-
ers.

The two Dppcsll.]on towT
councils, Howu, fmg and Po-
tong Pﬂil.r, il ot respond
by press time when asked if
they were doing similar
WOT

Dr Teo said older blocks
will generally get priority.
The town councils will also
l.|e in retrofitting work with

ift upgrading or cyclical re-

a\]readv new ramps in
Bukit Panjarg have made it
easier for residents like Ms

bles can be expensive. The ton Hussein, 60. The

cost of diverting electrical  retired cook has difficulty

Services can come up to 70 wa]lg’,ug a , and liv

per cent of the bill. with her 84- Id wheel-
About 95 per cent of the ir-bound mot

town councils’ project will
be funded by grants from the
Ministry of National Devel-
opment’s Community Im-
provement Projects Commit-
tee (CIPC), with the rest
borne by the town councils.
Opposition town councils
do not have access to CIPC
funds, which are channelled
ﬂ\ruugll citizens consultative

As the lift does not stop
on the third floor where she
lives, she carries her mother
down to the ground floor
with the help of relatives
when they need to go out.

Lift Irﬁradmg on her
block will be completed by
the th&quar;ﬁx;ai::ngnixt
year — wihii er
mother out will be a breeze.

to put in place basic, jcost-ef-

committees,

which have

tanhy@sph.com.sg
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