ENHANCING FIRE SAFETY IN TOWN CENTRE
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IChecks at F

ishops to

fire hazards

I By Supn THOMas

ITHE Holland-Bukit Panjang Town
Council will be carrying out regu-
lar checks on about 400 shop units
and eating houses starting next
month to enforce fire safety regula-
tions.

With the help of officers from
the Cooperative of Singapore Civil

IDet’ence Emplc;zees (&sm), the

rivate arm of the Singapore Civil
fence Force (SCDF), the council
drive home the importance of
keeping common passageways free

Iof clutter,

They will conduct regular
checks on the 381 shop units and
18 eating houses in Bul?it Panjang,

enghua, Ulu Pandan, Buona Vis-
, Cashew and Bukit Timah.

The new programme was an-
ounced by the council's chair-
an, Dr Teo Ho Pin, at a press con-

erence held yesterday.

Dr Teo said: “The key point is
at we ensure fire safety for shop-

ts and shop owners.”

Cosem was formed in 2005 and
rovides services such as consultan-

Ey, fire safety enforcement and

i ix}g. It is made up of about
,000 former SCDF officers.

f They will target owners whose
1o0ds might obstruct people's es-
ape routes in the event of a fire.

For instance, a minimum walk-

OB
reduce

gfhspece of 1.5m must be main-
ed between shop fronts and
goods displayed outside. At least a
metre's walking space must also be
maintained between two areas of |
goods displayed outside and goods
are not to be placed within three
metres of common staircases.
Currently, vellow floor strips
mark out these designated areas.

First-time offenders will be
warned. Those who continue to |
flout the rule will be fined between
$100 and $400.

The programme is aimed at re-
ducing the number of fires in HDB
shophouses due to flammable |
items like planks and boxes being |
piled together. Other districts have
similar proy , but this is the
first invelving Cosem. 1.
Last year, 42 fires occurred at |
HDB shophouses, including one in
Bukit Panjang where seven shop-
houses were gutted in a pre-dawn
blaze.

During a walk around a Bukit
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Panjang estate, many shop owners - “The key point is that we 42 blazes at HDB shophouses last year
voiced their concerns to Dr Teo.

“There will be many different  €NSUre fire safety for THE programme is aimed at reducing the number of fires in HDB
requests from shop uwneri{ but T shoi rs and sh shophouses as a result of flammable items like planks and boxes
]el?aptfol; g:l ﬂtgseE %‘f ik gdcoop- Ppe b op being piled together.

T iy - owners. Last year, 42 fires occurred at HDB shophouses in Singapore,

Enforcing the rules be an | including one in Buki j 7
uphill struggle, though. Yesterday, | DR TEQ HO PIN on stricter enforcement il pre-%ao:;ig],az?l PR e i s e

;1;?? t;]v:n :gll::ggu:e e\'vl_’a;: u:;ﬂ}. of rules which dictate a minimum walking First-time offenders will be warned. Those who continue to flout

their goods back outside the desig: ™ i pied o 1 the rule will be fined between $100 and $400.
nated areas, : 5
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