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Town councils’
lighting scheme
helps save $3.8m

14 of them now
use energy-saving
bulbs, devices for
common areas

By RADHA Basu

A NEW lighting scheme that
many Housing Board resi-
dents are still in the dark
about has quietly helped 14
town councils here save
more than $3.8 million in
annual electricity bills.

And as more and more
HDB blocks take part — one
in two is already on board —
the savings will simply inch
higher.

The scheme, meant for
lighting common areas such
as corridors, carparks and
grounds of HDB estates, was
made public yesterday at a
press conference called by
the 14 town councils under
the People’s Action Party,

The savings have been
chalked up through a simple
two-pronged plan, said the
chairman of the councils’ de-
sign and maintenance com-
mittee, Dr Teo Ho Pin.

First, new lights that con-
sume less electricity but
burn just as brightly, have
been installed in around
2,400 blocks that were due
for a total revamp of their

lighting systems.

These have already saved
the town councils around
$2.7 million, said Dr Teo,
who is also chairman of the

Holland-Bukit Panjang
Town Council.
Meanwhile, another

2,000 blocks, which are not
due for a lighting revamp,
have been fitted with ener-
gy-saving devices that can
regulate the amount of cur-
rent that goes into a light fit-
ting. These have saved the
councils an additional $1.1
million.

“With rising electricity
prices, these new energy-
saving lighting systems are
an innovative way of man-

agil'_llg our utility bills,” said
eo,

The councils now spend
about $94 million a year on
electricity — which accounts
for a hefty quarter of their
total expenditure for man-
aging HDB estates.

Installing these devices so
far has cost the councils
about $7 million — which
can be recovered in less than
two years, given the elec-
tricity savings. The new
lights are expected to last
around 20 years.

“Once all blocks get the
new lights, we are looking at
around $12 million in
savings every year,” said Dr
Teo.

There are no plans vet,

however, to reduce the ser-
vice and conservancy fees
that residents pay to coun-
cils for managing the estates.

The chairman of the
councils' estate maintenance
committee, Mr Ang Mong
Seng, pointed out that the
overall costs of maintaining
HDB estates have been ris-
ing by about 3 per cent ev-
ery year for the past five
years,

“Electricity tariffs alone
have gone up guite substan-
tially,"” said Mr Ang, who al-
so chairs the Hong Kah
Town Council. “Savings
from these new lighting
schemes have helped us off-
set part of these increases.”

Though most Housing
Board residents are still un-
aware of the quiet changes,
a few like Mrs Elizabeth
Wong, have begun to take
notice.

“The corridors and lift
lobbies of my Woodlands
estate are suddenly looking
brighter,” the 38-year-old
hospital manager told The
Straits Times yesterday.

What she did not know
was that the lights save elec-
tricity as well.

“I'd say that's a real bo-
nus, given the growing pow-
er bills everywhere,” she
said.
radhab@sph.com.sg
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Lampu baru jimat kos majlis bandaran

DAYA usaha baru
bagi menjimat tenaga di
14 majlis bandaran
(TC) setempat telah
be¢rjaya mengurangkan
scperempat perbelanja-
an mercka.

Penjimatan itu bakal
bertambah dengan usa-
ha memperkenal lampu
pendarfluor (fuorescent)
jenis TS5 yang mampu
mencapai penjimatan te-

naga schingga 47 pera-
tus mnpa menjejas mutu
keterangan.

Bahkan, lima TC te-
lah pun menjimat kira-
kira $2 juta scrahun se-
jak ia mula mengguna-
kan lampu jcnis terse-
but.

Justeru, apabila di-
hiaskan kelak, penjimat=
an itu boleh meningkat
schingga $12 juta se-

tahun.

Dalam sidang akhbar
semalam, pengerusi Ja-
watankuasa Maklum
Balas Rekaan dan Pe-
nyenggaraan, Dr Teo
Ho Pin, berkata sebelum
kemunculan lampu jenis
TS5, TC menggunakan
lampu pendarfluor jenis
T8 dengan balas (ballast)
elektronik.

Langkah itu mengha-

silkan penjimatan 25 pe-
ratus.,

Dr Teo, vang juga
Anggota Parlimen GRC
Holland-Bukit Panjang,
berkata selain daripada
ia dapat menjimat kuasa,
lampu T8 dan T5 itu ju-
ga menikmati tempoh
“hayat’ yang lebih pan-
jang.

Ia juga mesra sekitar-
an berbanding lampu je-

nis PL. padat dan pen-
darfluor biasa yvang di-
gunakan sebelum ini.

Lampu jenis T'S mula
dipasang di 611 blok di
kawasan Sembawang,
Holland-Bukit Panjang,
Pasir Ris-Punggol, East
Coast, Hong Kah dan
Jalan Besar yang me-
mang dijadualkan me-
nukar lampu.

Sementara itu, lebih

1,800 flat pula telah di-
pasang dengan lampu
jenis T8H.

Dr Teo menjelaskan,
flat-flat akan ditukar de-
ngan lampu jenis TS se-
jajar dengan jadual pe-
nukaran wayar yang
dilakukan setiap 20 ta-
hun atau penyenggaraan
berkitar, vang dilakukan
setiap tujuh tahun.
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