Dengue Prevention Efforts
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Residents turn
mozzie busters

JUST a week into the job, retiree-turned-health
inspector Chua Soo Kiat has already found and

1 two g spots around
Inis nughbourh(-u(l.

Both times, he reminded the home owners to
overturn their flowerpot plates to prevent water
from collecting in them.

The 56-year-old said: *“They were very grate-
ful. They said they had checked not too long
ago, but they probably didn’t know that it takes
just one week for an egg to become a mosquito,”

Mr Chua is one of 15 residents hired by Hol-
land-Bukit Panjang Town Council to search for
potential mosquito breeding places in common
areas of housing estates.

The programme is a stop-gap measure put in
place until the town mun:l?t.ngugu a dedicated
pest control operator early next month, which is
required under new National Environment
Agency (NEA) rules.

Dr Teo Ho Pin, chairman of the town council
and mayor of Northwest Community Develop-
ment Council, said: *“The pest control operator
will need to employ quite a number of workers,
so we thought, "Why not take this opportunity
to train a pool of people who could possibly be
hired later?” **

The inspectors, who are paid about $100 a
week, began work on Oct 3 after attending a
full- dny NEA training course.

Mr Chua said: “It's not really about the mon-
ey. 1 see it more as answering the call of social
duty.”

Still, he would consider taking up the job full
time “if the pay is OK".
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mozzie inspectors.

stroy mosquito breeding sites.

ed their inspection rounds a week ago.

man, a former National Serviceman,

the mentioned requirements,” he said.

toes.”

day and earn $100 a week.

Their responsibilities are to carry out
daily checks in HDB blocks and to help de-

Alter completing training with the Na-
tional Environment Agency, the group start-

One of them is 23yearold Redwan Nor-

“We bring checklists along with us dur-
ing our rounds. We have to ensure that the
condition of the surroundings tallies with

“For example, if drains are choked and
contain stagnant water, we write a brief
description of the situation in a remarks col-
umn. In this way, we determine whether it
I=a puleul.ial breeding ground for mosqui-

“Althoughit's llnI:H it's an interesting

Jjob because, at the end of the day, you get
the satisfaction of having taken responsi-
bility for something important.” he added.
The mozzie inspectors are clad in lu
minous green T-shirts and armed with in-
sect repellent. They work for about five
hours every morning from Monday to Fri-

At the end of their rounds, the in-
spectors return their checldists to the Town
Council for follow-ups. Any potential mos-
quito problems are handled by its officials.

Today News - 11 Oct 05, Tues

15 jobless citizens enlisted in the mozzie mspcctors bngade

THE Holland-Bukit Panjang Town Council
has recruited 15 unemployed residents as

SEARCH AND DESTROY: Almsrlwm insact ra the mozzie inspoctors work for five hours
dy on weakdays and sam $100 il 2 ik A

The Ministry of Health has reported
55 new cases of dengue in the past
24 hours.

The College of Family Physicians has
also issued an advisory to help general
practitioners better diagnose the disease.

The nine-page advisory will be sent to
1,200 family doctors on the college's maik

ing list, following feedback from doctors
about the difficulties in detecting dengue.

Censorin-chief of the college Dr Lee
Kheng Hock said this was an important
move as many patients eventually tum (o
their GPs after initial tests — taken at hos-
pitals during the early stages of dengue —
fail to reveal the disease, — S38UVE
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